Research Plan
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is characterized as having “persistent deficits in social communication and social interaction”.1 It is therefore not surprising that pragmatics (i.e., the social use of language) is a domain of significant impairment.2-6 However, not all areas of pragmatics seem to be impaired.7-9 Although grammar is traditionally assumed to be intact in children with ASD who have fluent speech, recent research starts to indicate difficulties in this area, too.10-16 Besides pragmatic, and possibly grammatical deficits, children with ASD are known to have difficulties, for example, in following instructions, or comprehending a text.17,18 Nevertheless, the exact language (in)abilities of children with ASD are far from clear, and only recently some theoretical linguists have started to become interested in them.3-28 As a result, the underlying causes of language problems in ASD are largely unknown, preventing the development of adequate intervention. 
The LACA collaboration intends to precisely map and understand the (process of) grammatical and pragmatic (in)abilities of children with ASD cross-linguistically, with different off-line and on-line (eye-tracking, EEG) techniques. Moreover, it investigates potential relationships with (the development of) other cognitive functions, including Theory of Mind, Executive Function, Intelligence, and Coherence, and compare ASD language (in)abilities to those of other pathological populations, including Specific Language Impairment. 

Importance/added value/urgency
Importance: The results of the proposed collaborative research will contribute to our understanding (and, hopefully remediating) why children with ASD experience many break-downs in communication, and underperform on reading comprehension. Moreover, it will provide answers to the question as to how language is organized in the brain and how it interacts with other cognitive abilities, serving a central, fundamental goal in the Humanities, namely, understanding (the development of) human cognition. 
Added value: All members are leading researchers in the fields of theoretical linguistics and language acquisition, interested in the language (in)abilities of individuals with ASD. However, their expertises in terms of linguistic-theoretical phenomena and experimental techniques vary, as do their languages of investigation. Bringing together Europe’s leading researchers creates the unique opportunity to a) streamline methods and therefore to compare results of (baseline) studies in different languages, and b) integrate the results on different linguistic phenomena with different techniques into one description and explanation of the nature and development of language abilities in children with ASD in different languages. 
Urgency: To our knowledge, the proposed cross-country and cross-linguistic joint efforts on the investigation of linguistic (in)abilities in individuals with ASD have not been made to date. As children with ASD increasingly participate in regular education in many countries, it is extremely urgent that their language (in)abilities are mapped and understood, so that, ultimately, teachers and caregivers can be prepared to educate this population adequately. The proposed international network of linguists with a strong theoretical background is the ideal team to tackle this problem. 



[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Intended results
· Develop and submit a fully elaborated international research proposal that qualifies for the framework of Horizon 2020, HERA or other European research schemes (including bilateral, trilateral or quadrilateral schemes).
· Explore possibilities for setting up a joint graduate studies program to support training and research of PhD students at two (or more) partner universities (for example, Marie Curie Initial Training Network or Erasmus Mundus program). If the group is eligible for such schemes, the second aim is to develop and submit such a proposal, which would effectively constitute a structurally embedded international network.
· Organize one or more international academic Workshops/Symposia on Linguistic-theoretical perspectives on language (in)abilities in children with ASD.
· Organize meetings with practitioners to identify questions from society regarding language (development) in children with ASD. 
· Organize short research exchanges to develop pilot studies.
· Set up a website as a platform for communication between researchers and practitioners in the field of language an ASD. 
· Set up a database of experimental materials.
· Several publications based on planned (pilot) experiments with shared experimental methodology.
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